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Lawsuit Filed in Chicago Porch
Collapse; Protective Order Issued
May 2009

Chicago personal injury lawyer Francis Patrick Murphy, a partner at

the law firm of Corboy & Demetrio, filed a lawsuit against the owners

of a University Village apartment building in Chicago after two

young adults were seriously injured when the second floor porch

railing they were leaning against collapsed and they fell to the

ground. He also filed an emergency motion for a Protective Order

seeking to protect the rights and interests of his clients. 

Porch Railing Collapse Lawsuit

The complaint alleges that on May 24, 2009, a young man and

woman were leaning against an outside porch railing at an

apartment building at 1005 South Racine Avenue in Chicago, Illinois.

Without warning, the railing broke away and they fell to the ground,

sustaining serious injuries.

At the same time he filed the complaint, Murphy filed an emergency

motion requesting that the owners preserve the porch and railing in

its current condition and that a safety expert be allowed to view,

photograph and examine the site. The motion was granted and a

Protective Order was issued by Judge Ronald Davis of the Circuit

Court of Cook County, Law Division.

Attorney Francis Patrick Murphy

Murphy stated: 

Early summer is a time when many tenants and home owners start

using their decks and porches. It is imperative that each and every

deck and porch be inspected and examined each year to make sure

they are structurally sound so that incidents like this don’t happen. 

The emergency motion was filed because it is imperative that we

secure the evidence and allow experts to inspect the site. Our clients’

interests must be protected.
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Experienced Porch and Deck Collapse Personal Injury Lawyer

Attorney Murphy is a highly sought after lawyer in porch and deck collapse cases due to his extensive

experience and success. In addition to the Mansuria/Landeros case, he represents a McHenry County woman

who fell two stories as she stepped onto her deck from her kitchen, a family whose child was injured when

he fell through porch posts, the surviving family of a young man killed when he fell through a porch railing,

and nine victims and five families of victims in the 2003 Lincoln Park porch collapse. Murphy’s achievements

in porch and deck collapse cases include a record-setting $4 million settlement for a young woman who fell

from a porch when a railing broke away. It is the highest settlement in Illinois for an injury resulting from a

defective porch railing. In another case, Murphy was successful in securing $2.15 million for a couple who

were injured when a deck railing gave way and they fell to the ground.

Corboy & Demetrio 

Named as a Top Law Firm by Chicago Magazine in 2008, Corboy & Demetrio is one of the nation’s premier

law firms. The Chicago law firm represents individuals and their families in serious personal injury and

wrongful death cases, and is renowned for its achievements in the courtroom and for its contributions to

the community. The rights and concerns of its clients are at the core of Corboy & Demetrio’s practice. That

dedication, compassion and relentless drive has resulted in exceptional service and exceptional results for its

clients. The Chicago based firm has acquired more than $3 billion in settlements and verdicts and has

attained more than 500 settlements and verdicts in excess of $1 million.

For further information, contact Mary Neville at 888.355.3191.    


